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SUBJECT: EC VOCATIONAL CENTER IN BERLIN 

REE: BONN 3405 

1. MISSION HEREWITH TRANSMITS THE EC CONCIL OF MINISTERS 
REGULATION OF FEBRUARY 19, 1975 ESTABLISHING A EUROPEAN 
CENTRE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 
HAVING REGARD TO THE TREATY ESTABLISHING THE EUROPEAN 
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY, AND IN PARTICULAR ARTICLE 235 THEREOE: 
HAVING REGARD TO THE PROPOSAL FROM THE COMMISSION; 

HAVING REGARD TO THE OPINION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT; 
HAVING REGARD TO THE OPINION OF THE ECONOMIC AND 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE; 

WHEREAS ON THE BASIS OF ARTICLE 128 OF THE TREATY, THE 
COUNCIL, IN ITS DECISION OE 2 APRIL 1963, LAID DOWN 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR IMPLEMENTING A COMMON VOCA- 
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WHEREAS UNDER ARTICLE 1 18 OF THE TREATY THE COMMIS- 
SION HAS THE TASK OE PROMOTING CLOSE COOPERATION 
BETWEEN MEMBER STATES IN THE SOCIAL FIELD, PARTICULARLY 
IN MATTERS RELATING TO BASIC AND ADVANCED VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING; 

WHEREAS THE COUNCIL, IN ITS RESOLUTION OF 21 JANUARY 
1974 CONCERNING A SOCIAL ACTION PROGRAMME, MADE 
ONE OF THE OBJECTIVES OE THAT PROGRAMME THE IMPLE- 
MENTATION OE A COMMON VOCATIONAL TRAINING POLICY 
WITH A VIEW TO ATTAINING PROGRESSIVELY THE PRINCIPAL 
OBJECTIVES THEREOF, ESPECIALLY APPROXIMATION OF 
TRAINING STANDARDS, IN PARTICULAR BY SETTING UP A EURO- 
PEAN VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE; WHEREAS, EURTHER- 
MORE, THE COUNCIL DECIDED THAT THIS OBJECTIVE SHOULD 
BE GIVEN PRIORITY; 

WHEREAS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A COMMON VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING POLICY GIVES RISE TO EVER MORE COMPLEX 
PROBLEMS, AND WHEREAS THE SOLUTION OF THOSE PROBLEMS 
REQUIRES A LARGE DEGREE OF INVOLVEMENT ON THE PART OF 
THOSE CONCERNED, AND MORE ESPECIALLY ON THE PART OF 
BOTH SIDES OF INDUSTRY; 

WHEREAS THE SETTING UP OF A EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OE VOCATIONAL TRAINING-A BODY INDE- 
PENDENT OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF THE COMMISSION, BUT 
WHICH MUST COOPERATE WITH THEM TO THE FULL- IS 
NECESSARY FOR THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THAT 
COOMMON POLICY, AND WHEREAS THE TREATY HAS NOT 
PROVIDED THE SPECIEIC POWERS NECESSARY FOR SETTING UP 
SUCH A CENTRE; 

WHEREAS THE CENTRE WILL BE SET UP WITHIN THE FRAME- 
WORK OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES AND WILL FUNCTION 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH COMMUNITY LAW; WHEREAS THE 
CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH CERTAIN GENERAL PROVISIONS WILL 
APPLY SHOULD BE DEFINED, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION; 

ARTICLE 1 

A EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF VOCA- 
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TIONAL TRAINING, HEREINAFTER CALLED "THE CENTRE", IS 
HEREBY SET UP. 

IN EACH OE THE MEMBER STATES, THE CENTRE SHALL ENJOY 
THE MOST EXTENSIVE LEGAL CAPACITY ACCORDED TO LEGAL 
PERSONS. 

THE CENTRE SHALL BE NON-PROFIT MAKING. IT SHALL HAVE 
ITS SEAT IN BERLIN (WEST). 
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ARTICLE 2 

1 . THE AIM OF THE CENTRE SHALL BE TO ASSIST THE 
COMMISSION IN ENCOURAGING, AT COMMUNITY LEVEL, THE 
PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
AND OF IN-SERVICE TRAINING. 

TO THAT END, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE GUIDELINES 
LAID DOWN BY THE COMMUNITY, IT SHALL CONTRIBUTE, 

THROUGH ITS SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ACTIVITES, TO THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF A COMMON VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
POLICY. 

IT SHALL, IN PARTICULAR, ENCOURAGE THE EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION AND THE COMPARISON OF EXPERIENCE. 

2. THE MAIN TASKS OF THE CENTRE SHALL BE; 

-TO COMPILE SELECTED DOCUMENTATION RELATING IN 
PARTICULAR TO THE PRESENT SITUATION, THE LATEST DEVE- 
LOPMENTS AND RESEARCH IN THE RELEVANT FIELDS, AND 
TO MATTERS OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING STRUCTURE; 

-TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND COORDINATION 
OF RESEARCH IN THE ABOVE FIELDS; 

-TO DISSEMINATE ALL USEFUL DOCUMENTATION AND INEORMATION; 
-TO ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT ANY INITIATIVE LIKELY TO 
FACILITATE A CONCERTED APPROACH TO VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING PROBLEMS. THE CENTRE'S ACTIVITY IN THIS 
RESPECT SHALL DEAL IN PARTICULAR WITH THE PROBLEM OF 
THE APPROXIMATION OF STANDARDS OF VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING WITH A VIEW TO THE MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF 
CERTIFICATES AND OTHER DOCUMENTS ATTESTING COMPLE- 
TION OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING; 

-TO PROVIDE A FORUM FOR ALL THOSE CONCERNED. 

3. IN ITS ACTIVITIES THE CENTRE SHALL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT 
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THE LINKS WHICH EXIST BETWEEN VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND 
THE OTHER BRANCHES OF EDUCATION. 

ARTICLE 3 

1. THE CENTRE SHALL TAKE THE MEASURES NECESSARY EOR 
THE ATTAINMENT OF ITS OBJECTIVES. IT MAY IN PARTICULAR; 
-ORGANIZE COURSES AND SEMINARS; 
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-CONCLUDE STUDY CONTRACTS AND COMMISSION OR, 

WHERE NECESSARY, CARRY OUT PILOT PROJECTS OR INDI- 
VIDUAL PROJECTS TO ASSIST THE IMPLEMENTATION OE THE 
CENTRE'S WORK PROGRAMME; 

-PUBLISH AND DISTRIBUTE USEEUL DOCUMENTATION, INCLUDING 
A COMMUNITY VOCATIONAL TRAINING BULLETIN. 

2. IN CARRYING OUT ITS TASKS, THE CENTRE SHALL ESTAB- 
LISH APPROPRIATE CONTACTS, PRATICULARLY WITH SPECIAL- 
ISED BODIES, WHETHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, NATIONAL OR 
INTERNATIONAL, WITH PBULIC AUTHORITIES AND EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS AND WITH WORKERS' AND EMPLOYERS' ORGANIZA- 
TIONS. 

ARTICLE 4 

1 . THE CENTRE SHALL BE ADMINISTERED BY A MANAGE- 
MENT BOARD COMPRISING 30 MEMBERS OE WHOM; 

(A) NINE MEBERS SHALL REPRESENT THE GOVERNMENTS OE 
THE MEMBER STATES; 
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(B) NINE MEMBERS SHALL REPRESENT THE EMPLOYERS' 
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PROFESSIONAL ORGAIZATIONS; 

(C) NINE MEMBERS SHALL REPRESENT THE EMPLOYEES' TRADE 
UNION ORGANIZATIONS; 

(D) THREE MEMBERS SHALL REPRESENT THE COMMISSION. 

THE MEMBERS REFERRED TO IN (A), (B), AND (C) SHALL BE 
APPROINTED BY THE COUNCIL ON THE BASIS OE ONE MEMBER 
PER MEMBER STATE FOR EACH OF THOSE GROUPS. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL APPOINT THE MEMBERS WHO ARE TO 
REPRESENT IT. 

2. THE TERM OF OFFICE OF MEMBERS SHALL BE THREE 
YEARS, IT SHALL BE RENEWABLE. UPON THE EXPIRY OF 

THEIR TERM OE OFFICE OR IN THE EVENT OE THEIR RESIGNATION, 
MEMBERS SHALL REMAIN IN OEFICE UNTIL THEIR APPOINT- 
MENTS ARE RENEWED OR UNTIL THEY ARE REPLACED. 

3. THE MANAGEMENT BOARD SHALL ELECT ITS CHAIRMAN 
AND THREE VICE-CHAIRMEN FROM AMONG ITS MEMBERS, TO 
SERVE FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR. 

4. THE CHAIRMAN SHALL CONVENE THE MANAGEMENT BOARD 
AT LEAST TWICE A YEAR OR AT THE REQUEST OF AT LEAST 
ONE-THIRD OF ITS MEMBERS. 

5. DECISIONS BY THE MANAGEMNT BOARD SHALL BE TAKEN 
BY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY OE ITS MEMBERS. 

ARTICLE 5 

THE MANAGEMENT BOARD SHALL ADOPT ITS RULES OF PROCEDURE, 
WHICH SHALL ENTER INTO FORCE WHEN APPROVED BY THE 
COUNCIL, ACTING ON THE OPINION OF THE COMMISSION. 

IT SHALLDECIDE WHETHER TO SET UP AD HOC WORKING 
PARTIES ON THE BASIS OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE ANNUAL 
WORK PROGRAMME. IT SHALL REGULARLY INFORM THE 
COMMISSION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRE. 

ARTICLE 6 

1 . THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRE SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE 
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COMMISSION FROM A LIST OF CANDIDATES SUBMITTED BY 
THE MANAGEMENT BOARD. 

2. THE TERM OF OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR SHALL BE 
RENEWABLE EVERY FIVE YEARS 

ARTICLE 7 
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1 . THE DIRECTOR SHALL CARRY OUT THE DECISIONS OE THE 
MANAGEMENT BOARD AND SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE EOR THE 
DAY-TO-DAY ADMINISTRATION OF THE CENTRE. HE SHALL BE 
THE LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OE THE CENTRE. 

2. HE SHALL PREPARE AND ORGANIZE THE WORK OE THE 
MANAGEME T BOARD AND PROVIDE THE SECRETARIAT EOR 
THEIR MEETINGS. 

3. HE SHALL COORDINATE THE ACTIVITES OF THE WORKING 
PARTIES. 

4. HE SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL STAFF MATTERS AND 
EOR ENGAGING AND DISMISSING STAEE. 

5. HE SHALL BE ACCOUNTABLE TO THE MANAGEMENT BOARD 
EOR HIS ACTIVITIES. 

ARTICLE 8 

1 . ON THE BASIS OE A DRAFT SUBMITTED BY THE DIRECTOR, 

THE MANAGEMENT BOARD SHALL ADOPT THE ANNUAL WORK 
PROGRAMME IN AGREEMENT WITH THE COMMISSION. THE 
PROGRAMME SHALL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE PRIORITY NEEDS 
INDICATED BY THE COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS. 

2. THE CENTRE SHALL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE ACTIVITIES 
OE OTHER BODIES WORKING IN THE EIELD OE VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING WHEN PLANNING ITS OWN WORK. 

ARTICLE 9 

THE MANAGEMENT BOARD SHALL, BY 31 MARCH AT THE LATEST, 
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ADOPT AN ANNUAL GENERAL REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES AND 
EINANCIAL SITUATION OE THE CENTRE AND SHALL SUBMIT 
IT TO THE COMMISSION. 

ARTICLE 10 

THE MANAGEMENT BOARD SHALL DRAW UP A STATEMENT OE ALL 
REVENUE AND EXPEDITURE, WHICH SHALL BE IN BALANCE, 

EOR EACH EINANCIAL YEAR, WHICH SHALL BE THE SAME AS 
THE CALENDAR YEAR. 

ARTICLE 11 

1. THE MANAGEMENT BOARD SHALL, BY 31 MARCH EACH YEAR 
AT THE LATEST, SEND THE COMMISSION AN ESTIMATE OE 
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REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. THIS ESTIMATE, WHICH SHALL 
INCLUDE AN ESTABLISHMENT PLAN, SHALL BE EORWARDED BY 
THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL WITH THE PRELIMINARY 
DRAET BUDGET OE THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES. 

2. THE BUDGET OE THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES SHALL EACH 
YEAR, UNDER A SPECIFIC HEADING, INCLUDE A SUBSIDY EOR 
THE CENTRE. 

THE PROCEDURE IN EORCE EOR THE TRANSEER OE APPROPRIA- 
TIONS PROM ONE CHAPTER TO ANOTHER SHALL APPLY TO THE 
APPROPRIATION EOR THIS SUBSIDY. 
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THE BUDGET AUTHORITY SHALL DRAW UP THE ESTABLISHMENT 
PLAN OP THE CENTRE. 

3. THE MANAGEMENT BOARD SHALL ADOPT THE ESTIMATE OP 
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE BEPORE THE BEGINNING OP THE 
PINANCIAL YEAR, ADJUSTING IT TO THE SUBSIDY GRANTED 
BY THE BUDGET AUTHORITY. THE ESTIMATE THUS ADOPTED 
SHALL BE FORWARDED BY THE COMMISSION TO THE BUDGET 
AUTHORITY. 
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ARTICLE 12 

1. THE EINANCIAL PROVISIONS APPLYING TO THE CENTRE 
SHALL BE ADOPTED UNDER ARTICLE 209 OF THE TREATY. 

2. THE MANAGEMENT BOARD SHALL, BY 31 MARCH AT THE 
LATEST, SEND THE ACCOUNTS OF ALL THE REVENUE AND 
EXPENDITURE OF THE CENTRE FOR THE PRECEDING FINANCIAL 
YEAR TO THE COMMISSION AND TO THE AUDIT BOARD. THE 
LATTER SHALL EXAMINE THEM IN ACCORD ANE WITH THE 
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SECOND PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 206 OF THE TREATY. 

3. THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT THE ACCOUNTS AND THE 
REPORT OF THE AUDIT BOARD, TOGETHER WITHITS OWN 
COMMENTS, TO THE COUNCIL AND TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIA- 
MENT BY 31 OCTOBER AT THE LATEST. THE COUNCIL AND THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT SHALL GIVE A DISCHARGE TO THE 
MANGAEMENT BOARD OF THE CENTRE UNDER THE PROCEDURE 
LAID DOWN IN THE FOURTH PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 206 OF 
THE TREATY. 

4. THE FINANCIAL CONTROLLER OF THE COMMISSION SHALL 

BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CHECKING THE COMMITMENT AND PAYMENT 
OF ALL EXPENDITURE AND THE RECORDING AND RECOVERY 
OF ALL REVENUE OF THE CENTRE. 

ARTICLE 13 

THE PROVISION COVERING THE STAFF OF THE CENTRE SHALL 
BE ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL, ACTING ON A PROPOSAL FROM 
THE COMMISSION. 

ARTICLE 14 

MEMBERS OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD, THE DIRECTOR , THE 
STAFF AND ALL OTHER PERSONS PARTICIPATING IN THE 
ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRE SHALL BE REQUIRED , EVEN AFTER 
THEIR DUTIES HAVE CEASED, NOT TO DISCLOSE INFORMATION 
OF THE KIND COVERED BY THE OBLIGATION OF PROFESSIONAL 
SECRECY. 

ARTICLE 15 

THE RULES GOVERNING THE LANGUAGES OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES SHALL APPLY TO THE CENTRE. 

ARTICLE 16 
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THE PROTOCOL ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES SHALL APPLY TO THE CENTRE. 
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ARTICLE 17 

1. THE CONTRACTUAL LIABILITY OF THE CENTRE, SHALL BE 
GOVERNED BY THE LAW APPLICABLE TO THE CONTRACT IN 
QUESTION. 

THE COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES SHALL 
HAVE JURISDICTION TO GIVE JUDGMENT PURSUANT T ANY 
ARBITRATION CLAUSE CONTAINED IN A CONTRACT CONCLUDED 
BY THE CENTRE. 

2. IN THE CASE OF NON-CONTRACTUAL LIABILITY, THE 
CENTRE SHALL, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
COMMON TO THE LAWS OF THE MEMBER STATES, MAKE GOOD 
ANY DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE CENTRE OR ITS SERVANTS IN 
THE PERFOREMCE OF THEIR DUTIES. 

THE COURT OF JUSTICE SHALL HAVE JURISDICTION IN 
DISPUTES RELATING TO COMPENSATION FOR ANY SUCH DAMAGE. 

3. THE PERSONAL LIBILITY OF SERVANTS TOWARDS THE 
CENTRE SHALL BE GOVERNED BY THE RELEVANT PROFISIONS 
APPLYING TO THE STAFF OF THE CENTRE. 

ARTICLE 18 

MEMBER STATES, MEMBERS OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD AND 
THIRD PARTIES DIRECTLY AND PERSONALLY INVOLVED MAY 
REFER TO THE COMMISSION ANY ACT OF THE CENTRE, WHETHER 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, TO THE COMMISSION TO EXAMINE THE 
LEGALITY OF THAT ACT. 

REFERRAL SHALL BE MADE TO THE COMMISSION WITHIN 15 
DAYS OF THE DAY ON WHICH THE PARTY CONCERNED FIRST 
BECAME AWARE OF THE ACT IN QUESTION. 

THE COMMISSION SHALL TAKE A DECISION WITHIN ONE MONTH. 
IF NO DECISION HAS BEEN TAKEN WITHIN THIS PERIOD, 

THE CASE SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN DISMISSED. 

ARTICLE 19 

THIS REGULATION SHALL ENTER INFO FORCE ON THE THIRD 
DAY FOLLOWING ITS PUBLICATION IN THE "OFFICIAL JOURNAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES." 

THIS REGULATION SHALL BE BINDING IN ITS ENTIRETY AND 
DIRECTLY APPLICABLE IN ALL MEMBER STATES. 

DONE AT BRUSSELS, 10 FEBRUARY 1975. 

FOR THE COUNCIL 

THE PRESIDENT 

G. FITZGERLAD END TEXT. 

3. THE REGULATION WAS PUBLISHED IN THE OFFICIAL JOURNAL 
OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES ON FEBRUARY 13, 1975. 
GREENWALD 
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